
Case Study
Stainless steel sinktops for Brockholes Nature Reserve

Made-to-measure satin-brushed stainless steel worktops and sinks from GEC Anderson have been used to enhance the light and
contemporary spaces they are situated in at Brockholes Nature Reserve near Preston, Lancashire.

The nature reserve was formed over 10 years out of a former gravel quarry, with a range of habitats added to existing woodlands
and water, carefully crafted to attract different species of birds, animals, fish and plant life. The project is the winner of 2 Civic
Trust Awards and has achieved the new and highest rating of sustainability, BREEAM ‘Outstanding’ for interim design stage.
Owned by the National Wildlife Trust, Brockholes combines a visitor centre with a 67-hectare nature reserve funded by the
North West Regional Development Agency. Brockholes is one of the best sites in the UK for many species of birds and different
habitats have been created throughout the area to encourage them and other wildlife to visit the site

The buildings and open spaces form a village-like cluster, floating on a large pontoon and include various facilities such as a café, gift
shop and information area. The kitchenette is situated in the conference centre, which is available for hire by companies and
individuals for private functions.  The small kitchen space is used for general washing up tasks as well as for the storage of crockery
and cutlery, includes two GEC Anderson made-to-measure brushed-satin stainless steel sinktops. Designed to fit the compact
space available, the stainless steel worktops combine robust functionality with their professional and attractive appearance.

The Education Classroom is situated in the Visitor Village and accommodates up to 60 people. It is used for school and adult
education activities during term time and family activities during school holidays. A single piece, 3.5 metre, GEC Anderson made-
to-measure brushed-satin stainless steel sinktop is located within this area, that includes a special 2.2 metre trough sink to a
180mm depth. This special trough sink is used for general wet activities and for cleaning of art and craft equipment.

Kath Knight, Manager at Brockholes said, “Stainless steel provides clean lines and good looks in a modern classroom environment
and compliments the surrounding building materials, which are mainly timber.”

For the architect, it was also the obvious choice for this busy educational space, as it is hard wearing, hygienic, maintenance free
and retains its original appearance over time. GEC Anderson was also chosen for their ability to provide the sinktop configurations
to meet the design requirements.

Managing Director of GEC Anderson, Martin Tye, comments: “This is a situation where practical requirements must be satisfied
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Building: Brockholes Wetland Centre
Room Type: Kitchenettes and tea points
Specifier: Adam Khan Architects
Contractor: Mansell Plc
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but where design and use of natural, balanced, honest materials are, equally, of importance. Stainless steel worktops tend to blend-
in so well precisely because of their neutral appearance.”

Founded in England in 1962, GEC Anderson has pioneered the development of made-to-measure stainless steel products. Today,
the company’s range also includes standard and modular stainless steel options. Products include sinks, worktops, cabinets,
shelving, splashbacks, doors and sanitaryware for use in domestic, commercial and specialist environments. All products are
manufactured to ISO 9001 and backed by a comprehensive support service from planning and product specification to installation
and maintenance.
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